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Berne, 23 November 2010 

 

 
 
Ref.: Referring Angola’s international crimes in Cabinda to the Swiss Federal Council 

 

 
Dear Federal Councilor, 
 
According to Albert Einstein, «the world is a dangerous place to live in, not because of those who do 

evil but because of those who watch and let it happen». As an experienced and well respected Swiss 

Federal Councilor for Foreign Affairs, you are unquestionably aware of the fact that, in the light of 

the 1885 international protectorate treaty between Cabinda and Portugal, Cabinda happens to be a 

subject of international law (State). Consequently, you are well aware that, under international law, 

Angola’s belligerent occupation of Cabinda and ensuing maintenance by force of colonial domination 

since 1975 are internationally wrongful acts which qualify as international crimes and, as a result, 

give all subjects of international law the right to react. 

 
Furthermore, since international law maintains that a State does not cease to exist as a legal entity 

even if its entire territory is occupied by the enemy, and claims that there is no international legal 

duty of obedience for the population of an occupied territory towards the occupying power, you are 

undeniably aware that the authority exercised by the occupying power (Angola) over the occupied 

territory (Cabinda) is a de facto, not a de jure authority, and aware that Angola’s stubbornness in 

conferring its nationality upon the inhabitants of the occupied territory are internationally wrongful 

acts against the State of Cabinda. According to international criminal law, a subject of international 

law which dares to commit an internationally wrongful act towards another is liable for reparations - 

restitutio in integrum.  

 
Dear Federal Councilor, 
 
We have recently referred the «Cabinda issue» to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, mainly to the Human Rights Committee which deals with the 1966 International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights. Henceforth, we are respectfully entreating the United Nations Member States, 

including the Swiss government, to explicitly and justly endorse our appeal for a United Nations hearing 

of our charges that the State of Angola is guilty of international crimes both in Cabinda and in Cabinda’s 

Cabindan National Movement 

To Her Excellency  
Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey 

Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
C/o Swiss Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
633, Third Avenue, 29th Floor 
New York, NY 10017-6706, U.S.A. 
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neighboring countries. As you certainly know, it is about international crimes involving the most serious 

ones of international concern as referred to in the Rome Statute, and which, as a result, fall within the 

jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC). Taking into account the existence of obligations 

owed to the international community as a whole, and bearing in mind the five outlines upon which 

the activities of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs are based, we believe that the Swiss 

government will not sit back and say we cannot do anything about Angola’s ongoing acts committed with 

intent to destroy, in whole or in part, the national group named Cabinda.   

 
On 30th January 2010, the Swiss newspaper «Der Bund» has published a serviceable and opportune 

article entitled: "Cabindas Unglück ist das Erdöl" (Cabinda’s misfortune is its crude oil). Thus, given 

the various hindrances we are facing in Switzerland nowadays, we believe that, in case there is any 

Swiss hidden role in Angola’s prevailing belligerent occupation of Cabinda and ensuing maintenance 

by force of colonial domination, we will sooner or later come to know the truth. In this connection, 

it is worth to emphasize here the fact that two sole decades after the fall of the apartheid regime in 

South Africa, truths concerning the implication of Switzerland and its Churches in the very odious 

regime are being revealed by Didier Péclard (PhD) within the framework of the Swiss National Fund 

for Researches’ report. As there is an unmistakable Swiss role in the apartheid regime despite the 

fascinating Swiss traditional neutrality, we are allowed to believe that you can play an essential role 

in the just resolution of the Cabinda issue, together with US President Barack Obama, Portugal, and 

any State or global player bold enough to champion international law.  

 
Considering your personal devotion to the struggle for the triumph of justice, peace, and integral 

development at home and abroad, we sincerely believe that you will expressly do your best in order 

that the so oppressed people of Cabinda can eventually see our legitimate expectances of achieving 

self-determination and independence succeed.   

 
May it please Dear Federal Councilor to accept our sincere gratitude for your time and help in this 

matter. 

 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.)  

Chairman of the Cabindan National Movement 
 
 
http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-09-23-can-angola-coerce-the-united-nations.pdf 
 
http://cabindastruggle.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/referring-angolas-international-crime-to-us-secretary-of-state.pdf 
 
http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/2010-09-24-cabindas-individual-complaint-to-the-un-human-rights-
committee.pdf 


